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In a world where diversity and inclusion are crucial conversations, Kelly Yang’s book Front Desk emerges as a powerful narrative that touches on these themes while weaving a captivating story of resilience and hope. Published as part of the Scholastic Gold series, Front Desk delves into the life of Mia Tang, a 10-year-old immigrant girl who navigates challenges that resonate deeply with readers of all ages.
A Tale of Identity and Belonging
At the heart of Front Desk lies the story of Mia Tang, a Chinese-American girl who, along with her parents, moves to the United States with dreams of a better life. As the Tangs struggle to make ends meet, they find themselves managing a motel, a job that brings them face to face with the complexities of life in a foreign land. Mia’s journey is one of self-discovery, as she grapples with questions of identity and belonging. The book artfully portrays the difficulties and triumphs that come with being an immigrant and the pursuit of the American Dream.
Tackling Social Issues
Front Desk doesn’t shy away from addressing important social issues such as racism, economic inequality, and the challenges faced by immigrant families. Through Mia’s eyes, readers witness the blatant discrimination her family faces and the barriers they must overcome. The book serves as a conversation starter, allowing readers to engage in discussions about these pertinent topics and encouraging empathy and understanding.
The Motel as a Metaphor
The motel that Mia’s family manages becomes more than just a setting; it serves as a metaphor for the ups and downs of life itself. The constant flow of guests mirrors the unpredictability of life, and the challenges Mia faces at the front desk symbolize the obstacles that test her determination. This metaphor adds depth to the narrative, offering readers a multi-dimensional perspective on the characters’ experiences.
Front Desk: Scholastic Gold by Kelly Yang is a must-read that not only captivates with its compelling narrative but also resonates deeply due to its exploration of themes like diversity, resilience, and identity. By delving into the life of a young immigrant girl, the book opens the door for conversations about important social issues and fosters empathy among readers of all ages. As Mia Tang learns to navigate the complexities of her world, readers too are reminded of the power of hope and the strength that comes from embracing one’s true self.
Frequently Asked Questions About Front Desk
Who is the author of Front Desk?
Kelly Yang, an accomplished author known for her advocacy work and compelling storytelling, is the author of Front Desk. Her personal experiences as an immigrant inform the authenticity of the book’s narrative.
Is Front Desk suitable for young readers?
Yes, Front Desk is aimed at middle-grade readers (typically 8-12 years old). Its relatable protagonist and engaging storytelling make it accessible and relatable for its intended audience.
What are some central themes in the book?
The book explores themes of immigration, family, friendship, resilience, racism, and the pursuit of dreams. These themes make it a thought-provoking read that can spark meaningful discussions.
How does Front Desk contribute to discussions about diversity?
Front Desk provides a window into the experiences of immigrant families and highlights the importance of embracing diversity. Through its characters, it encourages readers to empathize with people from different backgrounds.
Are there more books related to Front Desk?
Yes, Kelly Yang has written a sequel titled Three Keys, which continues Mia’s journey as she faces new challenges while managing the motel. This book further explores themes of resilience and friendship.
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